
FALL PROJECT
AmeriCorps group to clean up River Raisin
By Daily Telegram Staff
ADRIAN — A group of AmeriCorps volunteers are coming to Adrian to clean up the River 
Raisin.
The River Raisin Watershed Council, One Lenawee, Lenawee Conference and Visitors 
Bureau and city of Adrian announced Friday the approval of their application for assistance 
in the removal of debris and brush in and along the River Raisin to Ameri-Corps, the 
corporation for national and community service. A team of nine AmeriCorps members will 
work full time from Sept. 14 through Nov. 2 on the cleanup of the river, beginning in 
downtown Adrian and the extending north and south.
“The River Raisin and the existing and planned trails in Lenawee County are critical assets 
in our communities,” Stephen May, executive director of the RRWC, said in a statement. 
“For decades, little attention has been paid to the River Raisin, and walking and biking trails 
have been addressed in only a few communities, but never in a comprehensive manner. 
The recent work of One Lenawee to produce a countywide trails plan is a recent success, 
and the project for Ameri-Corps in assisting the city of Adrian is a great step forward.”
May has managed the grant award application process, which included a site visit to work 
locations and housing provided by the city of Adrian. City of Adrian parks staff will work with 
the team on a daily basis and help dispose of materials removed from the river and river 
banks.
“We are thrilled to partner with the AmeriCorps team as we look to take advantage of this 
wonderful natural resource
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An AmeriCorps team is coming to Adrian to undertake a cleanup project of the River 
Raisin, seen here Friday in Trestle Park. TELEGRAM PHOTO BY LONNIE HUHMAN
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flowing through our community by providing further recreational opportunities along the 
River Raisin corridor,” Adrian City Administrator Shane Horn said in a statement. “I am 
appreciative of the efforts of the River Raisin Watershed Council, One Lenawee and the 
Lenawee Conference and Visitors Bureau as well as city of Adrian staff in securing this 
outstanding opportunity.”
Chris Miller, Adrian’s economic development and Downtown Development Authority 
coordinator, said the process began with the work of One Lenawee and the development of 
a countywide trails plan, which evolved in addition of the River Raisin and the desire to 
make this beautiful and unique resource more available to the citizens of Lenawee County. 
He said last year the RRWC joined with One Lenawee and the city to conduct an 
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environmental study of the river. The study provides a plan to make the river more 
environmentally sound, more friendly to fish and wildlife as well as navigable.
RRWC brought the idea of applying for AmeriCorps assistance and together with the other 
partners completed the application process.
The first step in the cleanup process will be clearing debris from the river, cleaning brush 
from the river banks and removing invasive species and litter from the river and river banks.
The AmeriCorps team, known as Cedar 3, is led by team leader Ashley Lushinsky, whose 
hometown is Mantorville, Minn. All team members are between the ages of 19 through 23 
and are trained in a variety of skills, including CPR, hand- and powertool use, safety 
training and disaster relief services. Miller said the application partners are excited to host 
the team and appreciate the service they will be providing to the community.
“I’m excited to bring my experiences and skills to Adrian, and hopefully help to change 
things in the community, no matter how small my impact might be,” team member Eliza 
Hunt, from Pittsgrove, N.J., said in a statement.


